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de la Hèle: Asperges me, Domini
For boring reasons to do with the internal politics of the Holy Roman Empire, Spain ruled most of 
modern-day Belgium and Luxembourg, plus parts of France, Germany and the Netherlands, from 1554 
until 1714. This fact explains why most Flemish cities have Spanish-language names (Antwerpen = 
Amberes, Bruges = Brujas, Ghent = Gante, Mechelen = Malinas), and why the historical record shows 
a series of governors of the Netherlands with not-very-Dutch-sounding names like ‘Fernando Álvarez 
de Toledo’ and ‘Luis de Requesens y Zúñiga’. The capital of the Spanish Netherlands was wherever the 
governor resided, sometimes in Brussels and sometimes in nearby Mechelen, where much of the civic 
architecture dates from the period of Spanish rule.

The Spanish Netherlands remained Catholic when many of its bordering countries, including the 
northern parts of the Netherlands, tended towards Protestantism. As a result, many Flemish church 
musicians (then regarded as the world’s greatest composers) spent time in Spain. Georges de la Hèle 
(1547–1586), who was born in Antwerp, moved repeatedly between Flanders and Madrid, finishing his 
career as maestro in the Spanish chapel royal.


