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Estévez: Mata del anima sola
Antonio Estévez (1916–1988) was a Venezuelan choral conductor and composer. His most significant 
work was a choral symphony, Cantata Criolla, depicting the duel between the man of the plains and the 
devil.

Mata del anima sola (‘Tree of the lonely soul’) also takes inspiration from the people of the Venezuelan 
high plains, alternating between a quasi-improvised song in the style of that culture and a depiction of a 
rhythmic folk dance known as the joropo, complete with diatonic harp (sopranos), four-stringed guitar 
(altos and tenors), and bordones or baritone guitar (basses).
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